

New Industry Program Favored 


Johnston Murray, Oklahomas 
new governor, has pledged his full 
support to programs of develop- 
ment of the state's vast natural re- 
sources and to industrial expan- 
sion. 

Governor Murray became Okla- 
homa's fourteenth chief executive 
at inaugural ceremonies held Janu- 
ary 8 on the south steps of the 
capitol building. 

It was a colorful and dramatic 
affair, with William H. (Alfalfa 
Bill) Murray, Johnston's father, 
swearing in his son to the high 
post that he, himself, took over 
20 years ago from an oath of office 
administered by his father. 

It is the first time in Oklahoma 
history that both a father and son 
have served as the state's governor. 

Governor Murray sees need for 
a more co-ordinated and forceful 
program designed to bring new in- 
dustry into the state apd to adver- 
tise and promote more vigorously 
Oklahomas recreational areas. 

Even before the new governor 
took over his office, he declared his 
intentions on calling a statewide 
conference of business leaders to 
consider organization of an asso- 
ciation representing every phase of 
commerce and industry to promote 
development of Oklahoma. 

He said the program of such an 
organization should supplement 
the work of the Oklahoma Plan- 
ning and Resources Board. Each 
would perform certain functions in 
a co-ordinate plan of promotion. 

"For the type of program I have 
in mind we need an all-inclusive 
organization — one that would 
combine all of the resources of 
Oklahoma’s business leadership in- 
to one group with one operating 
plan," Governor Murray said at a 
recent conference. 

He added that one of the biggest 
jobs to be done is to prepare the 
state psychologically for industry, 
pointing out that many of the cit- 
ies and communities do not now 
offer distinctive inducements for 
the location of industry. He thinks 
the situation could be remedied 
under a concerted program from 
business leadership. 

The governor is equally inter- 
ested in providing means for Okla- 



Governor Johnston Murray 


Factory Site Studied 
In Holdenville Area 

Negotiations are under way for 
what promises to be at least a half 
million dollar new industry for 
Holdenville. 

Seamprufe, Inc., lingerie manu- 
facturer which two years ago 
opened a plant at McAlester, is 
reported to have definitely selected 
Holdenville for the site of a new 
enterprise if the city will provide 
the building at a nominal rental. 

A definite proposition, contin- 
gent upon a bond issue to provide 
money for the building, has been 
worked out between the company 
and a special committee from the 
chamber of commerce consisting of 
J. E. Davis, chairman: Jim Ma- 
guire, Fred T. Treadwell and 
Tony Lyons. 


homa to capitalize more on its rec- 
relational areas. 

Similar to his industrial plans, 
the governor believes state leader- 
ship is necessary to start the pro- 
gram which calls for extensive ad- 
vertising of resort centers in out- 
of-state publications. 


(Dun, Qauen 


It doesn't snow often in Okla- 
homa but when it does it affords 
scenes just as beautiful as can be 
found anywhere. The cover pic- 
ture for this issue was taken by 
Gilbert Hill, an Oklahoma City 
newspaperman. He found the shot 
at Lincoln Park, Oklahoma City. 
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Oklahoma and Southwest 
High In Industrial Growth 

Material growth of manufacturers in Oklahoma as well as neigh- 
boring states in the postwar period 1946 to 1949 is noticeably reflected 
in a current release by the United States Department of Commerce. 

It is particularly significant that official census data from income 
payments show that Oklahoma has kept pace with the growth — a 
growth that exceeds the national average. 

Much has been said and written during the past few months to 
the effect that neighboring states have far outstripped Oklahoma in 
industrial growth since the war. 

Many are prone to overlook the fact that Kansas achieved state- 
hood in 1861, Missouri, 1820, Arkansas, 1836, Louisiana, 1812, and 
Texas in 1845. That Westport Landing, now Kansas City, was an 
important entrepot for the Santa Fe trade as early as 1825; St. Louis 
was a booming river town by 1800; Dallas was a railroad and trading 
center before Oklahoma City was settled, and that Houston and New 
Orleans from natural advantages were destined to grow into great world 
trading centers. 


Benefit Reported 
From Irrigation 
In State Areas 

Interest in irrigation in Okla- 
homa is growing. 

Drue Dunn, irrigation specialist 
for the state planning board, re- 
ports that more than 85,000 acres 
are annually being irrigated in the 
state and the development trend 
continues. 

In discussing the subject Dunn 
said that general interest in irriga- 
tion usually rises and falls with the 
drought and the floods, but prog- 
resses slowly toward greater water 
development for such use. 

He believes that prospects for 
further development is good since 
the state is blessed with a long 
growing season and fertile lands 
so able to respond productively if 
more water is made available to 
maintain better soil moisture con- 
ditions. 

"In most watersheds of the state 
either surface or ground water is 
still available for the farmer who 
has the desire to appropriate it for 
beneficial use,” he commented. 

The present planning program 
of the federal and state govern- 
ments in the Arkansas-White and 
Red river basins will bring forth a 
proposed program for full develop- 
ment of soil and water resources. 

Dunn believes that areas that can 
be developed co-operatively into 
federal projects are limited and that 
the ultimate development of these 
areas lie in the distant future. He 
contends that private development 
with assistance from state and fed- 
eral agencies can move forward im- 
mediately. 

The Oklahoma Planning and 
Resources board, the A. M. Ex- 
tension service and experiment sta- 
tions are available to assist farmers 
with irrigation problems, as well 
as the Bureau of Reclamation, Soil 
Conservation service and the Farm 
Home Administration. 


The average citizen should be 
the one most concerned about for- 
estry. He is the ultimate purchaser 
of lumber and the other products 
of trees. 


Tulsa Plant Will 
Start Production 
Of Bombers Soon 

Douglas Aircraft Co. will take 
over Tulsa's huge bomber plant 
March 1 for production of Boeing 
B-47 bombers, company officials 
have announced. 

W. F. Conant, the company's 
senior vice-president, said facilities 
will be set in motion as rapidly as 
engineering and tooling prepara- 
tions can be initiated. 

He said key personnel for the 
plant will be brought in from 
Douglas plants on the west coast, 
but the labor will be mainly from 
the Tulsa area. 

Harry Woodhead, veteran pro- 
duction executive, has been named 
general manager of the Tulsa oper- 
ating division. He said he would 
establish residence in Tulsa about 
the same time the company takes 
possession of the plant. 

Company officials said the plant, 
idle since World War II, this time 
will operate solely on its own. 
During the war the facility was 
operated as an extension of the 
Santa Monica, Calif., company. 

The Tulsa plant is now being 
used by the Air Force for storage 
purposes, but this equipment is be- 
ing moved out in preparation for 
the Douglas occupation. 


One should realize that the 
growth of neighboring states can- 
not take place without benefit to 
Oklahoma. As they grow, this 
state will grow and it follows that 
growth in Oklahoma benefits the 
greater southwestern area. 

Throughout the Continental 
United States manufacturing pay- 
rolls increased 20 per cent from 
1946 to 1949. In New Mexico 
the increase was 14 per cent for the 
same period; in Colorado, Louisi- 
ana and Missouri, 30 per cent; in 
Arkansas, 33 per cent: Oklahoma 
34 per cent: Kansas 41 per cent, 
and Texas 43 per cent. 

All the states in the southwest- 
ern region experienced relatively 
large postwar advances in income 
payments. These states include 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico 
and Arizona. 

The gain for Oklahoma is of 
particular interest as marking a 
continuation of the state’s im- 
proved showing since 1940. The 
percentage share of the nation’s in- 
come received by Oklahoma de- 
clined sharply in the prewar period 
from 1929 to 1940, was main- 
tained over the 1940-1946 period 
and increased moderately in the 
postwar years. 

A method of judging income 
gains is studying official census data 
on per capita income payments; 
the total income in a state divided 
by the state’s population. Okla- 
homa and neighboring states, with 
(Continued on Page 7) 


3 



Oklahoma City Reports Boom Wagoner Is Site 

w i i i , • i i- • For Making New 

Year In Industrial Expansion Garform Boats 


Industrial expansion in Oklahoma City and its area during 1950 
was the largest of any year since World War II. 

The industrial division of the Oklahoma City chamber of com- 
merce reports that during the past five years 135 new industrial plants 
have been established, 65 during the year just closed. 

The division hails this growth in new plants as a definite indica- 
tion that Oklahoma City's position as an industrial center is increasing 
from year to year. 


Substantiating this feeling, div- 
ision numbers pointed out that at 
the close of the last war 457 plants 
were operating; at the end of 1948 
there were 482; the end of 1949 
there were 527, and when 1950 
closed there were 592. 

The industrial expansion during 
1950 was the largest of any year 
since World War II. Among the 
new and expanding industries 
were: B & T Chemical Co.; Okla- 
homa Waste Material Co.; Cali- 
fornia Chemical Co.; Continental 
Tank Co.; Aero-Design and En- 
gineering Co.; King Juices, Inc.; 
Sooner Corrugated Box Co. ; 
American Iron 6 Machine Works 
Co. 

Folding Carrier Corporation; 
Oklahoma Natural Gas Co.; Kim- 
ray, Inc.; Macklanburg-Duncan 
Co. : Long Bell, Inc. ; Gordon Mat- 
tress Co.: Eagle Picher Paint & 
Varnish Co.; Cheatham Furniture 
Co.; Harter Marblecrete Co.; Cato 
Oil & Grease Co. ; Peppers Refin- 
ing Co.; Capitol Steel & Iron Co.; 
Norick Brothers; Lane-Wells Co.; 
Fluid Power Corporation; Na- 
tional Biscuit Co. ; Rock Products 
Corp. ; Sickle Lumber Co.; Warren 
Transfer Co.; T. G. & Y. Stores; 
C. R. Anthony Co.; Cullen Lum- 
ber Co.; Leo Maxwell Co. and 
Barney Stewart Lumber Co. 

Estimated cost of these new 
plants is $7,000,000. 

Oklahoma City’s industries are 
diversified in product and capacity. 
Of the 592 enterprises located there 
112 produce food products, 18 
fabricate textiles, 4 produce lumber 
and basic timber, 45 produce furni- 
ture and finished lumber products, 
2 fabricate paper, 70 are engaged 
in printing and publishing, 28 pro- 
duce chemicals and allied products, 
16 refine and blend petroleum, 6 
fabricate leather, 26 produce stone, 
clay and glass products, 27 fabri- 


cate structural and sheet steel, 12 
are engaged in processing nonfer- 
rous metals, 5 produce electrical 
machinery, 45 produce machinery, 
24 manufacture automotive equip- 
ment, 3 produce transportation 
items and 150 plants are classified 
as miscellaneous. 

The chamber division anticipates 
a breaking point in the production 
of goods for a peacetime economy 
undoubtedly will be reached with- 
in the next few months. Assistance 
towards a swift conversion to pro- 
duction of defense goods is planned. 


Private owners hold about 9 1 
per cent of the commercial forest 
land in the South, while only nine 
per cent is in public ownership. 


No better location than Wago- 
ner could be desired for the Gar- 
form Industries, Inc., makers of 
completely assembled inboard and 
outboard motor boats. 

Wagoner borders beautiful Lake 
Fort Gibson, an area where Se- 
quoyah State park is being devel- 
oped. Wagoner has adequate labor 
supply and civic interest there has 
been of great benefit to the com- 
pany. 

Boats are being turned out daily 
at the plant which only recently 
started production. Their construc- 
tion is unusual. They are made of 
plastic resin, reinforced with fiber 
glass. The plant is the only one in 
the world that uses the Garform 
process. 

The factory occupies 15,000 
square feet of floor space. Twenty- 
five persons are expected to be em- 
ployed when full production is 
reached. 

Boats being manufactured in the 
$100,000 plant come in three dif- 
ferent models. 



THE CAPITOL CITY — Oklahoma City, with a population of 242,450 persons, 
is the home of the state Capitol. It has grown into a cosmopolitan city of metropolitan 
standards. Its centralized location makes it a key point in the nation's distribution 
systems. Industries thrive and are expanding in the area. 
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TULSA'S SKYLINE — The above picture shows Tulsa's downtown district as 
it is today. A pace setter in heavy goods manufacture and headquarters for scores 
of oil companies, Tulsa is a city of 180,586 residents. 


Tulsa Area Gets 
New Plants and 
Many Expansions 

Industrial development in the 
Tulsa county area during 1950 
was the kind that would swell any 
community’s civic pride. 

Tulsa county manufacturers 
spent more than $5,000,000 in ex- 
pansions and added almost a half 
million feet of space to their plants 
during the year, according to an 
annual report released by the in- 
dustrial department of the Tulsa 
chamber of commerce. 

The money spent on these exist- 
ing plants does not include the in- 
vestments made in 30 new indus- 
tries added in 1950. Neither does 
it include investments made by dis- 
tributing firms in expansions and 
new buildings. 

In the expansion activity, 93 
companies reported expansions 
costing a total of $5,030,654; 48 
firms added 458,884 square feet to 
their plant space at a cost of $2,- 
898,700, and 84 firms spent $2- 
131,954 on new machinery and 
equipment. 

At least 33 companies established 
new offices in Tulsa during the 
period. 

Several of the new manufacturers 
are producing highly specialized 
articles for the petroleum industry, 
while others are engaged in print- 
ing, cabinet work and even medical 
products. 

Largest single new investment 
was made by the Mid-Continent 
Petroleum Corp., which added 
$1,200,000 in new plant facilities 
and an additional $500,000 in 
new equipment. 

The new manufacturing enter- 
prises include: Adalex Laboratory, 
Inc., medical drugs; Allen Garment 
and Lettering Co., industrial and 
athletic garments; American Elec- 
trostatic Co., Van De Graaf gener- 
ators; Busy Work shops, hobby 
equipment; General engine works, 
rebuilt engines. 

Hinnen Manufacturing Co., brief 
desks; House of Monogram, mono- 
grammed articles; Jake's foundry, 
aluminum castings and non-ferrous 
foundry products; Walter John- 
son Cookie Co., wholesale cookies. 


LePage Print-O-Lith Co., print- 
ing and lithography; Lock Joint 
Pipe Co., concrete culvert and 
sewer pipe; Midwestern Geophysi- 
cal Laboratory, seismic instru- 
ments, oscillographs, transducers 
and related products; Oklahoma 
Aluminum Products, awnings and 
metal blinds; Pat’s Art studio, clay 
hobby kits. 

Pinion Manufacturing and Sup- 
ply, general machine shop work; 
Plastic Pipe division of Perrault 
Brothers, plastic fiberglass pipe; 
Precision Foundry Co., gray iron 
castings: Product Engineering Co., 
auto motor heaters; Production 
Manufacturing Co., machine 
works. 

Sage Products Co., medical and 
chemical products: Santa Fe Engi- 
neering and Equipment, butane 
tanks; Scott Water Equipment Co., 
water purification systems; Stand- 
ard Magnesium Co., magnesium 
alloy and refining; Stuk-O-Rite 
Corp., gun for coating of granular 
materials: Tulsa Flock Finishers, 
fancy gift boxes. 

Tu-Ok Paper Box Co., paper 
boxes; Walker Well Heads, well 
head equipment; Welding Engi- 
neering Co., arc welding equip- 
ment: Western, Inc., meat prod- 
ucts, and Western Printing Co., 
commercial printing. 


Pryor Location 
Is Assured For 
New Paper Mill 

Construction of the $4 millions 
Coronado Paper Mill of Chicago 
on a site adjacent to the GRDA 
steam plant at Pryor has been as- 
sured Oklahoma by its senatorial 
delegation in Washington. 

Sen. Robert S. Kerr and Sen. 
Mike Monroney have announced 
that arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the Grand River Dam 
authority to acquire a tract of land 
now a part of the Fort Gibson res- 
ervoir area for use of the mill. 

The senators said the plant site 
is on the bank of the Grand River 
near the steam plant and railroad 
spur. It was pointed out that it 
was necessary to obtain a site out- 
side the former Oklahoma Ord- 
nance Works' boundaries so Coro- 
nado would be able to start imme- 
diate construction without waiting 
for a defense department decision 
about reactivating the ordnance 
works. 

Location of a similar paper mill 
in the same area by the National 
Gypsum Co. is expected within a 
few days. 
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GETTING THE JOB DONE 

With each issue of RESOURCEFUL OKLAHOMA we will present in this space a 
map, chart, table or other data which we believe will help you in your work. 


Os 


PER CAPUA INCOME PAYMENTS. BY STATES 


1946 

United States $ 1 2 1 2 

Arkansas 730 

Louisiana 790 

Kansas 1075 

Missouri 1141 

Colorado 1185 

New Mexico 851 

Oklahoma 852 

973 


1947 

1948 

$1294 

$1387 

745 

863 

864 

961 

1268 

1270 

1179 

1339 

1420 

1459 

945 

995 

958 

1035 

1107 

1137 


1949 

$1330 

778 

1002 

1210 

1286 

1386 

1033 

1068 


Texas, 


1205 



State Saddle Shop Grows 
After Unusual Beginning 



MUSKOGEE SADDLE SHOP — Being modeled by the plaster-cast horse above 
is one of the hand-worked saddles made at the Bully Good Saddle Shop in Muskogee. 
Pleas Weddell, owner, looks on as the white gelding grins approval of the handi- 
work on its back. 


Stilwell Canning 1 Co. 
Installs Quick-Freeze 

The tremendous strawberry in- 
dustry of Adair county will get a 
boost soon when a large quick- 
freeze plant is installed at Stilwell 
Canning Co. 

The new freezer will have a 
capacity of 150,000 pounds of 
strawberries daily, according to 
Claude Todd, sales manager and a 
partner of the company. The plant 
will be in operation April 1, in 
time for the first berry crop. 


Pawhuska Site Being' 
Studied For Factory 

Pawhuska has a good chance to 
get a war industry plant, probably 
the Blake Manufacturing Co., 
chamber of commerce officials there 
have announced. The Blake com- 
pany, manufacturers of army tents, 
was located in Pawhuska during 
the last war. 


State Industry Grows 

(Continued from Page 3) 

the exception of Colorado, includ- 
ing all the southern states, histori- 
cally have ranked well below the 
national average in per capita in- 
come payments. 

This is basically true because 
states where a large segment of the 
population depends upon agricul- 
ture income have lower per capita 
wealth than industrialized sections. 
In 1949, for example, the per cent 
of the national income in Missis- 
sippi was 48, Alabama and Arkan- 
sas, 58, Oklahoma 80, and Texas 
91. 

For the United States as a whole, 
per capita income payments were 
$1,330 in 1949 — a decrease of 
4 per cent from the $1,387 average 
for 1948, but higher than any 
other year. On a regional basis, 
per capita income payments de- 
clined from 1948 to 1949 in all 
parts of the nation except the 
southwest. 

During the period 1946-1949, 
of the seven adjacent states only 
Louisiana, with 27 per cent in- 
crease, exceeded Oklahoma's gain 
of 25 per cent. Arkansas had 7 
percent: Kansas 13; Missouri 13: 
Colorado, 17; New Mexico. 21; 
and Texas, 24. The United States' 
gain was 1 0 per cent. 


Meet Pleas Weddell, the man 
who got into his present business 
by accident. Now he has a nation- 
wide trade in hand-made saddles 
and leather goods in Muskogee. 

Eight years ago Weddell was 
chairman of a local rodeo group. 
Needing a headquarters, they 
bought a small leather goods store. 
But before long, they found that 
they had more orders for merchan- 
dise than for tickets. It was then 
Weddell decided to purchase more 
stock and go into business. He 
now owns the Bully Good Saddle 
Shop and keeps five employes busy. 

The Bully Good is the first stop 
of cattlemen and their cowhands 
when they come to town. They 
know that here they can get lariat 
material or a new western derby 
with a bulldog crush. And the 
store is not overlooked by race- 
horse breeders. Weddell does a 
brisk business with owners on both 
coasts. 

The shop is overflowing with 
the Old West. Western saddles 
and chaps, racing saddles and 
bridles, bucking rigging, bareback 
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riders harness and breast collars, 
and all types of travel luggage and 
billfolds — these are the things you 
will find in the store that harbors 
the smell of clean leather. 

Broiler Raising Plan 
Gives Maud Industry 

Joining the trend set by many 
another Oklahoma town, Maud is 
going all-out in the production of 
broiling chickens. King Presley, 
of the Presley Hatcheries of Semi- 
nole. has selected Maud as the loca- 
tion for a large-scale broiler raising 
project. 

Starting with about 200,000 
chicks per year, Presley predicts an 
eventual broiler industry that 
would work in the favor of the 
grower. The chicks and feed would 
be supplied and payment made on 
them after the grown broiler is 
sold. 

Principal reasons for bis move to 
Maud, Presley said, were an abun- 
dance of available buildings and 
the prospect of local cooperation. 
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QhlaUanta 


The pecan (Cacya illinoensis) , 
is native to a large part of Okla- 
homa. The largest of the hickory 
family, it grows best on deep, 
moist soils and sometimes attains 
a height of over 100 feet. The 
largest known pecan tree in the 
state is in Kiowa county and meas- 
ures 66 inches in diameter and is 
1 1 2 feet high. 



PECAN 

One-quarter natural size 


In the matter of identification, 
the leaves resemble those of other 
hickories and the black walnut tree. 
Each leaf is made up of nine to 
seventeen oblong, toothed leaflets. 

The tree is best known for the 
nuts it produces and improved vari- 
eties are widely planted for nut 
production and shade. Pecan lum- 
ber is occasionally used for furni- 
ture, flooring, implement handles, 
crating and vehicle parts. 

Pecans are easily grown from 
seed. Nuts that have been stored 
in a moist place during the winter 
will germinate readily. They 
should be planted about an inch 
deep. 
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Candy Company Turns Out 
Large Volume Production 



QUITE A TWIST — Heavy metal arms of the machine shown above pull and 
twist the mass of taffy-like candy until it reaches the proper consistency. One of 
the many pieces of modern equipment at the Williams Candy Co. in Oklahoma City, 
the machine pulls the material used to make eutrock and stick candy and pepper- 
mint canes. 


Making 12 million pounds of 
candy a year is no small task, but 
that is the 1950 production figure 
of the Walter Williams Candy Co. 
of Oklahoma City. 

Largest manufacturer of bulk 
candy in the southwest, the Wil- 
liams company makes peanut 
crunch, suckers, chocolate drops, 
gum drops, peppermint sticks, 
candy canes and many other popu- 
lar items, including a complete 
Christmas line. Oklahoma peanuts 
are used in the crunch candy. 

Two de- humidified storage 
rooms keep all this candy fresh. 


Chocolate products are kept in four 
cold storage rooms. In this way, 
the customer is protected by being 
assured of a constantly fresh sup- 
ply. 

Walter L. Williams, president 
and principal owner, points out 
that his business is successful 
through the years for a two-fold 
reason. Not only is the customer 
always pleased, but the plant’s 250 
employes are fully satisfied. Pleas- 
ant working conditions and a com- 
pany cafeteria account for a great 
deal of this feeling. 
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